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We hope this letter finds you in a blessed time of life, whether in the midst of hardships or the 

midst of abundance. We pray for you often, that the Lord would bless you and work his plan in 

your life. We are so grateful that we get to share with you what the Lord is doing in our lives 

with what He has called us to right now, and rejoice when we hear what He is doing in your 

lives as well! Joe and I had a wonderful Christmas season, celebrating the birth of our Lord. I 

included some pictures of our Christmas on the back.  
 

January and February is a busy time for the church program at Youth Missions 

International.  As the director of the church program, Joe is working with many different 

churches to help find a missions opportunity that works best for him. As youth pastor’s begin 

to think about what their year holds for their youth, it’s fairly common to begin to look for 

missions opportunities and we are striving to meet the needs of the Seattle area as best as we can. The beginning of the 

year usually is the details and paperwork side of working with these churches, and then later as Winter turns into Spring, 

many of the church trainings will be scheduled as we prepare these youth to go out this summer to share the Gospel. As of 

right now, Joe has 100 youth signed up for various trips, anywhere from rural California to Costa Rica. We are both very 

excited to see what God has in store for these teams, as well as for the missionaries and the ministry that they go to serve.  
 

We were also asked to do a pre-trip to Paris to meet with a missionary to whom we are sending a team. We will be coordinating 

the logistics of the short term team with the missionary to help him in his long term plans.  YMI is beginning to work in a few places 

in Western Europe, which is a missions field that Joe and I have always had a heart for, so we are extremely excited that a team 

will be going to Paris this spring.  The trip is being scheduled tentatively for the end of March, we are in the process of finalizing the 

details and should know within the next couple weeks! We will be spending about 4 days in Paris, and then taking two side trips to 

London and Ireland. As Joe and I have been preparing for what God is calling us to do long term, we have both seriously prayed 

about Europe as a potential missions field to work in to help revive the church there. I have not spent any time in Europe, and so 

we are excited to be able to visit  these places and pray about whether the Lord would call us to be there long term or not. We 

would GREATLY appreciate your prayers as well, that the Lord will open and close doors during this trip and that He will give us a 

clearer understanding of his will.  

Points of Prayer 

- Please thank the Lord alongside us for His constant provision as we have been so amazed at how He always provides,  
sometimes in the strangest of ways 
- Please pray for the youth that are praying about going on trips this summer, or who have already decided to go—that the Lord would 
prepare their hearts 
- Please pray for the youth pastors that Joe is meeting with—that they will know where God is calling their youth this summer 
- Please pray for our pre-trip with the missionary in France—that the Lord will open and close doors, both for the ministry in France, as well 
as for the long-term ministry for the Keiths 
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I have had quite a few people ask me lately (especially being newly-weds) what our 

long-term goal is. I did want to share this with you so that you are aware of where Joe 

and I are heading. Our ultimate goal is to be involved in international missions, more 

specifically the international Church. Joe and I both have had a heart and calling to 

missions since we were young; it was actually one of the things that drew us to each 

other while we were dating. We want to see the Church grow and develop and come 

closer to the Lord. Now neither of us are sure what path or form this will take, as we 

are in the preparation stage for this calling. Joe is pursing his Seminary education and 

we will be stateside until that degree is finished, but we do aim to be international 

within the next 5-7 years. We are waiting on the Lord as to where He would like us to 

go and what He would like us to do, but for now we are training and preparing by being 

involved in both our local church and the American church.  We would greatly appreciate your prayers as we seek the Lord about His 

long-term plan for us! 

As far as Joe and I go, we haven’t done anything too exciting in January. Joe started up seminary again on the 20th, and we are 

continuing to adjust to married life (which is as wonderful as ever!).  I finished my job with World Vision at the beginning of January, 

and I actually will be going on staff with YMI as the Executive Assistant starting February 17th. My primary roll will be to assist Brian 

Hughes (the president of YMI) with scheduling, projects, and whatever else may be needed in order to help the organization run 

smoothly and efficiently. Both Joe and I are excited about this new opportunity  and to see where the Lord takes it.  

God’s Blessing at  

New Hope Community Church 

Last September, Joe was asked to become a full time staff 

member with YMI. Up until that point, he worked four days a 

week with YMI and the fifth day at New Hope Community 

Church, our home church.  As we prayed about what the Lord 

would have us to do, it became clear that He was calling Joe to 

be full-time with YMI as there was not much more he could do at 

New Hope without pursuing the Pastorate. So as of January 1st, 

2014, Joe stepped down from his Internship at New Hope. He 

greatly enjoyed all that he did with New Hope, as well as the 

many things he learned while interning there. We still are 

attending New Hope, and are very involved in ministry at New 

Hope as well, he just will not be the intern. We are both 

extremely grateful for our church and the opportunities that we 

have had through this great church family, and look forward to 

many more years serving alongside them! 

Thank you!! 

The Lord’s provision through all of you has brought us to 

tears so many times over the past few months. We have been 

overwhelmed with generosity, and so excited to share what 

the Lord has done. There have been many times when we 

have just needed a word of encouragement or someone to 

pray about a situation, and we will see one of you and you 

just offer to pray out of the blue. Praise the Lord for your 

faithfulness and encouragement, it really does keep us going 

and remind us of the Lord’s bigger picture as we serve Him 

here in the US.  So thank you—thank you for your diligence, 

thank you for your interest in what we are doing, thank you 

for your prayers, thank you for your encouragement, thank 

you for the ministry that you have been to us. We have been 

SO incredibly blessed! 

If you would like to know more details about the ministry that 

we do or how to support us, please email Joe and we would 

love to have coffee and talk with you.  

“Mission exists because worship does not” -John Piper 

Coming Up? 

Jan. 17 - 20  YMI Team Training [CA] 

Feb. 7 - 8 YMI Leader Training [WA] 

Feb. 14 - 17 YMI Team Training [NC, FL] 

Feb. 21 - 24 YMI Team Training [TX] 

March Pre-trip to Paris 
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