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     Joe and I had the opportunity to run a church training together the first 
weekend in May. Most of the time we aren’t able to run trainings together so it 
is always a blessing and joy when we do.  This team is actually headed to Taiwan 
in the middle of July to work with Awana missionaries on various parts of the 
island.  

     Our church trainings usually last from a Friday night to a Saturday night. We 
use every aspect of this training to prepare our teams for their trip, from doing a 
mock customs exercise the moment they walk in the door to sometimes even 
only permitting certain water spouts to be “drinking water” (since many of the 
countries our teams visit have water that won’t sit well with American immune 
systems).  

     First, we focus quite a bit on cultural training. We really want to make sure 
that our teams are at least a little familiar with the culture they are going to, as 
well as that they know what it means to be and how important it is to be 
culturally sensitive.  It’s interesting to see, even as trainers, how different one 
culture can be from the next. They all view time differently, have different food 
customs, view social identity differently, and it’s important that our teams are 
aware of these differences so they aren’t in complete shock when they reach a 
culture that is different from their own.  

     Secondly, we spend a lot of time on team building activities. In order for the 
team to be effective in the ministry they are going to do, they need to be a 
team. So unity and cooperation are aspects that we highly value in a team. We 
have many different activities that we use to help the team learn how to get 
along better with each other, how to “help” when help is needed and how to 
“lead” when a leader is needed, and how to listen to their teammates. It’s 
interesting to watch how the personality of each team member can surface 
during these activities, and help the leaders to be more aware of the skills of 
their team.   

     Third, we really want to make sure that our team is prepared for their 
ministry. We practice different tools and resources that can be used to share the 
gospel, we help them prepare to share their testimonies, and help to train on 
sports ministry or VBS ministry or youth group ministry, depending on the type 
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We are at 68% of our 

monthly financial goal!! We 

would love it if you would 

consider helping us to make 

it towards our goal. For 

information about how to 

support us, please email 

Taylor at 

taylor@ymimissions.org. 

“Mission exists because worship does not” -John Piper 
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What do we do at these trainings? 



{August 2013} 

The Keith Family 

Points of Prayer 

- PRAISE God for our first church sign-up for 2015! We are so excited to already have a sign-up for next year, 
and can’t wait to see who else God brings our way. 

- PRAY for the first YMI Team that is going out this summer to Ghana. They will be leaving May 17th and 
returning May 31st.  

- PRAISE the Lord for his continual provision of our financial support. He always provides for our needs and 
we are so blessed! PRAY that He will continue to provide, especially with the arrival of Mr. E. in September.  
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 As a family, we are doing extremely well! We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of our son in just under 16 
weeks, yet are also enjoying that time as it leaves us time to prepare for him to arrive. We have a busy summer full 
of ministry opportunities, weddings, and enjoying the time not spent wedding planning like we did last summer :). 
Joe just finished up his semester at Seminary, so he should be done with school for the summer unless he gets the 
opportunity to do some distance learning this summer. A couple of our friends are coming out to spend a week in 
the Pacific Northwest at the end of the month, so we are looking forward to some time with them as well. Speaking 
of visiting, if you are ever in the area (and don’t live here), please let us know—you always have a place to stay with 
us, and we would love to show you around our beautiful state! 

This Month? 

May 2-3 Mission 51 [Seattle #1] 

May 2-3 Church Training [WA] 

May 9-10 Mission 51 [Seattle #2] 

May 9-10 Leader Training [WA] 

May 9-10 Church Training [CA] 

May 16-17 Mission 51 [OR] 

May 17-31 Ghana Mission Trip 

May 26 Memorial Day 

Sep. 4 24 4/1—Baby Keith started moving 
Follow Mr. E.: 

4/18—Found out MR. E.M. Keith 

of ministry that they do.  

     We really are blessed by being able to do these trainings with our 
church teams and our YMI teams. It’s so incredible to watch these 
teams grow as they prepare for their trip, as they go out and do the 
ministry that God has called them to, and then finally hear about 
what God did during their trip.  

Church Trip Update: We had our first church team return from France at the beginning of the month with nothing 
but good reports of their trip. They were able to serve the Lord in a variety of capacities, as well as see personal 

growth for their own team. Praise the Lord! 


